
Minutes of the Fortuna Planning Commission
Tuesday, August 9, 2016 – 7:00p.m.

Fortuna City Hall

Note:  The following record contains motions and actions of the Fortuna Planning 
Commission.  An audio library of the meeting proceedings is on file at Fortuna City 
Hall.

I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Kravitz called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.

FLAG SALUTE:

Chairman Kravitz led the flag salute.

ROLL CALL:

Planning Commission Staff Present

City Manager Regan Candelario
Commissioner Davis
Commissioner Schwartz

Deputy Director Community Development Liz 
Shorey

Commissioner Meaney Sr. Administrative Assistant Jennifer Ourique
Commissioner Mobley
Commissioner Morrison
Vice Chairman Bywater
Chairman Kravitz

Commissioners Absent:

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve July 26, 2016 minutes by Commissioner Schwartz; 
seconded by Commissioner Mobley.

AYES: Davis, Schwartz, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Bywater, Kravitz
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Motion Carried

III. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Donna Matthews gave an update on the trailer village on Fortuna Boulevard. The 
state inspector stated that progress has been made. She thanked the Commission 
for calling the state and addressing the ongoing issues of the park. She stated that 
the buildings on the property were not inspected as they fall under county or city 
jurisdiction. The state inspector did notify residents of violations, but the provided 
letter will be in English only which may require some outreach to ensure non-
English speaking residents understand the notice. The issue of the ongoing crime 
continues and the current eviction time is 120 days. Lastly, those that had spoken 



out before against the trailer village fear retaliation and are pressured to not speak 
publically about the issue. 

IV. BUSINESS:

1. Informational Item: Presentation of McLean Foundation’s Proposed 
Community Center. 

Kirk Cohune, project manager representing Greenway Partners presented phase 
one of the proposed McLean Community Center. The center will be located on three
parcels with 400 parking spaces, multiple building centers, soccer fields, and trails. 
With the Open Door Community Health Center project and the Community Center 
timeline the McLean foundation is still working with the numbers and looking for 
partners to approve the plans and move forward with the project. If the resources 
can be obtained they hope to bring the project to staff in October. 

2. D e s i g n   R e v i e w   o f   a   1 6 - f o o t   b y   5 6 - f o o t   M u r a l   o n   t h e   W e s t   S i d e   o f   R a y ’ s   
F o o d   P l a c e .

Applicant: Karen DelAngelo
APN: 040-281-037
Project Site: 2009 Main Street
 Zoning: Commercial Thoroughfare (C-T)

Commissioner Meaney made a motion to approve a, “Resolution of the Planning 
Commission of the City of Fortuna Approving Design Review for the Postcard 
Mural on the Ray’s Food Place Building;” second by Commissioner Mobley. 

AYES: Davis, Schwartz, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Bywater, Kravitz
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Motion Carried



3. A Public Hearing to Consider a Conditional Use Permit for a Fast Food Drive-
Thru Restaurant.

Applicant: Anand Patel
APN: 040-086-002 & 018
Project Location: 898 Main Street
Zoning: Retail Commercial (R-C)

Commissioner Mobley asked Staff about the hours of operation. Hours of operation 
weekdays would be 10am to 10pm and Friday and Saturday would extend evening hours
to 11pm. 

Chairman Kravitz addressed the City Manager and Deputy Director of Community 
Development. He asked if the drive-thru design was compatible with what they 
envisioned for downtown. The Deputy Director stated that in reference to the façade the 
developers have already altered the plan to maintain the historic sloped roof and the 
Little Caesars signage and colors will comply with the Design Review Guidelines and 
General Plan architecture standards. 

Commissioner Morrison stated there will be a large impact from the right hand turn to 
Main Street. Bywater asked Staff if they had a solution or options available to the city to
resolve traffic on 9th and Main Street.

Commissioner Davis agreed with Kravitz in questioning if the building works with 
creating foot traffic in the downtown area and asked the applicant if they could 
incorporate some outdoor seating and bike racks. 

Applicant Anand Patel addressed queuing and design questions. He stated that the 
orange in the color scheme would be limited to the signage and building trim. Little 
Caesars understands downtown needs and they would be willing to work with staff to 
create a design that would work with the downtown area. Patel also stated that they had 
taken measurements for outdoor seating to be located near the accessible parking area 
and would be interested in incorporating it and bike racks in the design. 

The applicant explained the “Hot-n-Ready” Little Caesars business concept. They will 
always have certain items prepared and ready for sale and have the full menu available 
during the peak period 4pm-8pm. They will use business projections to reduce 
bottlenecks and item shortages. Customers can order through the drive-thru, walk in, or 
phone in the order. 

During public comments several members from the public shared their concerns. 
Concerns included decrease in parking, increase traffic for 9th and Main Street, noise, 
vehicle emissions, evening glare, and other issues that would directly impact the 
residential neighborhood behind the proposed business. 

Commissioner Meaney stated that it is a great idea for the City, but not a great location.
Commissioner Mobley asked about the size of the trash enclosure and truck deliveries. 
The applicant stated that it was in their control when the deliveries would arrive and that
they could request a time to not interfere with the residents. Kravitz stated the hours of 
delivery could be added to the conditions of approval. 



Commissioner Davis stated that he was not ready to say yes to the project, but he also 
did not want to say no because of lack of information on traffic. He would like to know 
more about the traffic impact and what improvements need to be made before moving 
forward with a vote. 

Chairman Kravitz agreed and stated that he did not see concrete solutions to traffic and 
could not at that time support the project. 

Commissioner Schwartz made a motion to postpone the vote on the conditional use 
permit until a traffic study is completed and options to mitigate traffic and parking issues
are identified; seconded by Commissioner Morrison.

AYES: Davis, Schwartz, Meaney, Mobley, Morrison, Bywater, Kravitz
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
Motion Carried

   V. STAFF COMMUNICATION:

 Design Review workshop scheduled for Tuesday, August 23rd at 6pm.

Chairman Kravitz stated that he spoke to the inspector sent to the trailer village. He 
commented that the conditions had improved since posting the notices one month ago. 
Best case scenario is that the manager and some tenants will have to address the 
violations and improve the conditions. If this can be done than the license to operate will
not be revoked and no residents will be displaced.  

VI. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM.


